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A fleeting moment of peace. 
Becoming a child again... 

...I heal my heart... 

...at full speed. 


—HiroyukJ Take} 



" t- : 

Unconventional author/artist Hiroyuki Takei began his 
career by winning the coveted Hop Step Award (for new 
manga artists) and the Osamu Tezuka Award (named 
after the famous artist of the same name). After working 
as an assistant to famed artist Nobuhiro Watsuki, Takei 
debuted in Weekly Shonen Jump in 1997 with Butsu 
Zone, an action series based on Buddhist mythology. His 
multicultural adventure manga Shaman King, which 
debuted in 1998, became a hit and was adapted into an 
anime TV series. Takei lists Osamu Tezuka, American 
comics and robot anime among his many influences. 
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THe fteraRM of fbgst 


5TOP)Y firSD GP)T BY 

HlftOYObl TflbSI 




















THS STORY THUS FSB 

Yoh Asakura noc only sees dead people/ he talks and fights with 
them/ too. That's because Yoh Is a shaman/ a traditional holy 
man able to interact with the spirit world. Yoh is now a competi¬ 
tor in the "Shaman Fight"/ a tournament held every 500 years 
to decide who will become the Shaman King and shape humanity's 
Future. 

[Propped (literally) into the wide-open space of the American 
west/ Yoh and company make their way toward the Patch Village/ 
joined along the way by Uyserg/ an English shaman with a vendet¬ 
ta against Hao. As they near their destination/ they fight off at¬ 
tacks by Hao's minions and deal with the formidable X-UAWS/ a 
mysterious group opposing Hao. Finally/ they reach the Patch 
Village/ but what strange events and beings await them therep/ 
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R^iocaroatioo 108 ; 

5.6 Sillioi) Kcars of l'\en)ories 
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IS THAT 
WHAT TH^ 
(^RBAT 


SPIRIT IS?/ 


















...AW THE 
PE6TlNiy TO V 

WHICH THEY f 

All RETURN. / 




THE OREAT 
SPIRIT 16 THE 
WEL1.6PRIN6 OF 
/\LL THE 60UU6 
ON E/\RTH... 






ipy \ y'^o'krxr^w^- 




op COURSE, 
PEPENPINC ON THE 
ENVIRONMENT /\NP 
THE PHILOSOPH/ 
UNPER WHICH THE 
SHAMAN &REW UP, 
THE VISIONS VARV. 


—^ WHEN ^ 
/ A SHAAWN 
( COm^ HERE 
ANP BEHOLPS 
IT, THE CREAT 
SPRINC AWAKENS 
^ ME/VIORIES 6UEEP- 
\ INC INSIPE HIS 
CENES. 





IT WAS FOR 
THIS TH/\T m 
BROU&R-F 
YOU TO 

mBRlCA. J 




TH/\r6 WHY 
YOU SUOUIV 
JU6T TRY TO 
REUX. 


HEY, 
YOU'RE 
EATING?- MY 



K I'M NOT 
SURE I 
UNPER6TANP. 


...WILL UAYF FOR HIS 
SPIRIT ALLY THE SREAT 
SPIRIT, WHICH CONTAINS 
THE 5.6'BILLION'YEAR 
MEMORY OP THIS 
PLANET. 



THE SH^AAAN 
KINl^^ IS BOTH 
OMNISCIENT ANP 
OMNIPOTENT. 




/ HE WILL 
POSSESS THE 
WISPOM ANP 
POWER OP ALL 
THE SOULS 
EVER BORN ON 
kTHIS PLANET. 








oNe srep 

CLOSBP TO 
MYQRBAM!! 
ip/Qrr» 
KAUMii 








3UT WHERE 
ARB THE 
arHER6? 



rr WHERE IS HE, SILVA? 
/ SHAMANS WHO LOSE 
CONSCIOUSNESS 
UPON REACHING THE 
SACREP LANP ARE 
f SUPPOSEP TO BE 
BROUGHT TO THIS 
‘ REST STATION BV 
THEIR OFFICIANTS. 

































































SHAMAN KING CHARACTER 























Rciocaroatioo 109: 
The (oropetitors Village 





























































































m.GHT 














































.JCAUSB THe 
TOU&HeST 
COMPBnTOI2 
ANP OPPS-ON 
FAVOPire JUST 
SHOWSP UP. 



SHAMAN 

KING 

13 



PACC[^AK PlCKUe 
ClOCAl SPBCIAITO 



AFTER ALL, 
HE'S LIVED 
OVER A 
THOUSAND 
/EARS JUST 
TO BE THE 
SHAAWN KINO. 
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youR ONuy > 
CHANCe OF 
mmo YOUR 
PRE/WA COMB 
TRUE 15 TO 
POSITION 
yOURSELF 
UNPER THEM. 
IT'S A SMART 
STRATEOy, 

. RIOHT? ^ 


...A REGULAR e^SICALUy 
5HAAAAN WOULP 
HAVE TO BE A 
FOOL TO 00 UP 

AOAINST A rV / 
KAMI-CLASS / // 

SHAMAN. / 







HSiE 



/ OP THP 

--Ji SH/WWN6 

4RE IN 

HOW LEAGUE?/ 


THAT'S WHy 
I'VS &0\ TO 
PINP SOME 
TEAAAMATES. 




HEy, ^ 
you CAN ^ 

BELIEVE ME 
OR NOT. 


IT APPLIES TO ^ 
EVERyiHINO, 
WHETHER IT'S 
MUSIC, FASHION, 
POLITICS, OR 
FINANCE. 




/ TO SUCCEEP \ 

' IN LIFE, THE MOST 
, IMPORTANT THINS IS / 
TO SET ACCURATE > 
INFORMATION I 
. QUICKUy. / 




THAT'S WHy I 
KNEW IT WAS 
ABOUT TIME FOR 
HAO TO SHOW UP, 
EVEN THOUOH I 
DIDN'T SEE HIM 
MySELF. 


HAVINO 

INFORMATION 

MEANS 

KNOWING 

youR 

ENEMy. 









youR 

WON'T 
AMKE m 

cim UP! 


NOT A ' 
CHANCB. 


/THE PUBLIC'S N 
/ CR/INO OUT 
FOR ONE. 

\ TH/iT'S MV 
\ PRE/W. / 


WITH HIS NOSE 
AW M/ TAIBKT 
I'M CONN/^ BE 
THE WORUtys 
GREATEST 
k COMEPWN. 


NOT A 
CHANCB. 



















HE CAH 
BB Ohi MY 
TBA^. 


SURE. 
NIOW'6 AS 
&00V A 
TIME A6 
AKY, Rld^HT, 
YCPH? j 









« READ Jj 
THIS« 
WAY V 






59 


































HOW'P YOU 

mm&e ro 

STAY A\^Y^ 
WITH THOSE 
ouys AT 
yOUR SIRE? 


m 

GONNA 

MAfCB 

JZBN 

CR/f 


AU 
RIGHT! 
GOTTA 
LOOK FOR 
LYSBRG! 


GR^ATl M 


HotM 












































f^iDcaroatioo III: 

The RetCri) of Paflst 



My FAUST love 

3y FAUST VIII ' 

IBAVBS FALL ON AUTUMN AFTERNOONS. I SEE YOU BVBRV NIOHT. ' 
yOU'RE IN My PREAMS. THE^THOUOHTS COME RUSHINOXbACK. 

ALONO THE HIOHWAy^I WALKER WITHiyO^HANl^lN HANP^EXCITEP 
HEARTS, OUR PULSES BEATINO SOrpAST.^NCjONE CAN EVER STOP 
US, OUR LOVEJisJlIKE A!HEARTBEAT,f eternal. NOW, WAKE UP ANP 
OAZE AT ME,'My'THIRP EllZA!f?My-FAUST foVE. 


71 


















































I WONPER IF 
THAT WA6 
THE R\&»r 

































-s 

I HBVeR 
SAW 

T^AT 0KB 
comKO. 


^ / mo 

^ / muivve 

L / TMOUi^HT 

k / FAUST 

^ 1 WOUlU WANT 

^ \ TO TEAM UP 

1 ^ WITH ME? 



1 
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THE VERy Tm(? 
CeiLVBR PATCH-ZVWN) 

















3Ur NOW IT > 
LOOKS LIKE 
ALL THE PIECES 
ARE COMINO 
TOGETHER. , 



























...TO HOLP THE 
TOURNAMENT 
ON THI6 
UNINHABITED 
ISLAND. MA/BE IT 
6HOULDVE BEEN 
“ON TOK/0" 


mev 

REALUy 
WENT ALL 

our... 


“VERY DIFFERENT FROM THE TOKYO WE KNOW.' -ED 


THE UNINHABITED ISLAND OF TOKYO 
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DATE OF mTW: FEBRUARY 25, ^76 
ASTROLO(;iCAL PISCES 
BLOOD type: B 
ASE: 25 










THf 6HAAAAN flOHT IN TOKYO 

TH^ RUl^S Of TOURNi/Wl^NJT 1: 

» THIS SMmT IS 3-ON-3 S^VSS WITH NO TIM^ LIMIT. 

' 6PIRIT AUUI^6 /\R^ ALLOW^P. 

' A T^/Wl L06^6 WH^N NON^ Of IT6 M^M3^R6 CAN SmkOS 
TH^IR OV^R 60LIU6, A M^M3^R U^AV^6 TH^ FliJHnNi? 
ARFA a.S.. eoss OUTSIPF THF TOT^M POLF6), OR THF 
TFAM PFCIPF6 NOT TO CONHNU^. 












so cmcKim 
rwims AT 

IS A msTS 

OF nma 






























« READ Jj 
THIS« 
WAY V 


































63 CH066N 
5H/WU\NJ5 
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R/\PIM'S PAVORITE MICROPHONE/ 
CTRAPITIONALLy HANPCRAPTEP5 
















I^ii)carr)0tior) Il4: 

Jagflar 
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mAT 

^APPBKBV!? 

IT V^A6 
eO PAST I 
MI66PP IT// 
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I W46 
6URPRISEP 
THE FIRST 


m/Bt. 


:ioco'e 

ABILITY 

AmVcD 


















AS PAR 
AS I'M 
CONJCSRNSP.. 
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Rcioceroatioi) 115: aod Tccolote 


ruAT mAKS 
"HE'S U\&^V 
IN SPANISH. 


NOW I SEE 

WH/ you 

WERE ABLE 
TO HOLP 
yOUR OWN 
AOAINST yOH, 
TAO REN. 


BUT SINCE 
yOU'VE 
FIOUREP IT 
OUT, LET ME 
INTRODUCE... 


yOUR BOSS 
MUST REALLy 
BE WORRIER 
ABOUT HIM. 


HMPH... 
yOH AOAIN, 
EH? 






















w/\y YOU 
6M0W YOUR 
MANLINBSe, 







153 























W NOW you 
U IT, PONT you? 
) I INT^NP^P TO 

4 U6& eoz AS My 
A m^vims ah 

d\ AUONiJ. 


TH^IR 

OOV^R^P 
^OM&6 WILU 
MY 

W^/\PON6. 



















My 

sLice 
X mu 

^ BL-OW 
YOUANP 

youi2 
LITTLe 
POUS 
AWAY! 
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Reii)cari)atioD II6: 

Joco’s Qiristn)as 
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/ /\FTERTH/^T, 
HE 

6HUFFUED 
FROM ONE 
ORPH/^N/^OE 
, TO ANOTHER... 
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...WHO 
WON^T Be 
LAUOHINO I 
/// ' 






183 
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185 
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INPId'6 &\FT 




FourPanef Gagsff 




IT'S 

HO&OOO, 
COKMl I 
CAH'r WALK 
ANOTHER 
STEP. 


WHAT? BUT' 


/ HBV! 
mAVRB 
you ooiNO, 

PONCUl? 


I'M 

SWiS/\H&. 
I WANT 
TO LOOK 
6HARP. 


IT'S JUST 
THATAAy 
BOPy PEELS 
SO HEAVY. 


MAyBB IVB 
BEEN EATINO 
TOO MUCH 
LATELY. 


Thie 

year, my 
fondest 
whh h 
to create 
^hort, 
e>lice-ot^- 
I'rfe comics 
thatu/iH 


/ WELL, 
IT'S THAT 
TIME OF 
THE yEAR 
I OUESS. 


/ POES 
MY BUTT 
LOOK BIO 
TO YOU? 


HAT^THAT 
PRICKL/ PEEL- 
IN^> YOU OBT 


the ^uirtle 
yet 

poigmrt 
humor of 
For chi ard 
Corchi^ 
everyday 
Hvee. 


WELL, 

UM... 


sl( ...HOW PO 
I[ YOUPEFINE 
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